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24th July 2019

Apsley House is the home of the first Duke of Wellington and stands right in the heart of London at Hyde
Park Corner. Originally designed by Robert Adam for Baron Apsley
Wellington is most famous for defeating Napoleon at the Battle of Waterloo
in 1815. He became Prime Minister in 1828 and Apsley House was the
centre for entertaining and especially the annual Waterloo Banquets to
commemorate the great victory.
The visit started with an introductory talk together with another
group before we then viewed the contents of the House on our
own using audio-guides. These guides gave the history and
information about each room. The Dining Room was a highlight
with its magnificent chandeliers and beautiful china. In every room there were special paintings by
many famous artists including Rubens, Titian, Goya, Breughel and Velazquez with the “Yellow
Room” showing “the Battle” dominating one wall. We moved into the “Long Room” built to
accommodate the ever increasing numbers of diners at the celebratory Waterloo Banquet. The
present Duke lives in private rooms in the House after the 7th Duke gave it to the Nation in 1947.
Following the visit we made our way to the Caledonian Club where we enjoyed an excellent dinner
in an air conditioned room.

Inter-Ward Quiz

19th September 2019

We entered the Inter-Ward Quiz again this year. For those of you not aware 6 of our members
join the other Clubs and demonstrate their knowledge.
The team consisted of Chris Couldrey, Jonathan Evans, Janet
Farminer, Susanna Morriss, Adrian Pearson and Paul Renner.
The hosts this year were Billingsgate Ward Club and it was
held at St Mary at Hill just off Eastcheap. There were 16
teams and despite strict instructions not to win it, they
managed to win by 1 point. I think one of the issues was that
the scores were not displayed during the evening and our
team didn’t realise they were likely to win!! The winning
question was what Usain Bolt ate before Olympic races – the answer being 1000 chicken
nuggets. I can’t believe anyone really knew that unless they followed events carefully!
The team said they had a most enjoyable evening and had a 2 course dinner with plenty of
wine. Apparently the venue was thought to be good and the caterers did an excellent job, so
we plan to use the same venue and caterers next year. Unfortunately Paul Renner does not
appear in the photo as he took it, but was part of the team.

The Royal Hospital Chelsea 4th October 2019
We had a great turn-out of 28 people for our visit to the home of the Chelsea Pensioners.
These are the guys wearing the iconic red tunics, particularly prevalent on Armistice day at
the Cenotaph.
We decided to opt for tea after the visit rather than lunch before
as the tour started at 2.0pm. We started the afternoon with a
short film about the history of the “hospital” which is a retirement
and nursing home to some 300 veterans including those who
have served in Korea, the Falkland Islands, Cyprus, Northern
Ireland and WW II. Any ex-military person may apply to live
there, but they must be over 65 years and alone. It was founded
as an Almshouse (the ancient word for hospital) opening in 1692
having been left to them by Charles II and Sir Christopher Wren.
The maintenance today ensures the legacy passes on to future
generations. The architecture on the building on the 66-acre site
is absolutely stunning.
We had a fabulous guide who spent a full 2 hours with us, talking about each area as we
approached it in a manner demonstrating his real love and appreciation of him being allowed
to live there. I believe he said he had lived there for 7 years and had certainly taken in all the
history of each area we visited. This included the stunning “Great Hall” – fortunately it was
mid-afternoon as if we had been there at earlier we would not have got access as the
pensioners all have their lunch there closing it to the public from 12 – 14 hrs. The church was
also very beautiful, and I think a large percentage of in-mates visited it weekly.

The Imperial War Museum 20th November 2019
We had a maximum number allowed on our tour for this, it was an absolutely amazing day.
We started with an excellent lunch in the Three Stags Pub where we were extremely well
looked after and the lunch was just what we needed.
Following this we made our way across the road ready for our tour
with a brilliant guide – Molly. Just before the tour started one of our
members drew our attention to a WWII Spitfire hanging up, part of
it shown in the photo – this one was actually flown by the Father-inLaw of Dennis Pannet who is the cousin of one of our members who
was with us (Michael S.). Michael was naturally very excited by this.
Our tour guide, Molly, took us around the WW I exhibition We
discovered the story of WW I through the eyes of the British people
on both the home front and fighting fronts. There were over 1300
objects displayed which included weapons, uniforms, keepsakes
and diaries. Each item made us realise what the people went
through and the memories they must have brought of loss of family
and friends and destruction of the towns, houses and buildings. This all highlighted the
suffering the “every day person” went through but also their duty, comradeship and duty to
everyone and everything. It was highlighted how the war started and how it was expected to
only last, at most, 6 months, and then how it was won with the Allies and the amazing impact
on the global world. We have a great deal to thank all those who went to war for us and I
think it is little appreciated..

